
From the East of Grand Lodge

RICHARD JAMES STEWART

Brethren,

In the fall issue of Trowel, I touched upon the tremendous value we have in Freemasonry
and asked that you give this some thought. I would like to say a bit more about value.

Reflect back to the time when you first decided to become a Mason, and recall your rea-
sons. Many of us joined for very similar reasons: my grandfather was a Mason; my father
was a Mason; someone looked up to and respected at work, or church, or in the communi-
ty was a Freemason; Freemasons do so much good for mankind in so many ways; being a
Mason was an opportunity to become a better person, to help improve the quality of life
for others, to be part of an organization whose members were the founding fathers of our
great nation.

I have found great value in the Brotherhood during the past 45 years. I measure the value
by the quantity of happiness, service, loyalty, friendship, and camaraderie I have enjoyed.
I suspect that you think about value in very similar terms; it is, in fact, the cement that
bonds us all together as a fraternity. 

Our Masonic forefathers saw great value in Freemasonry and they invested heavily in the
fraternity’s future. We are the recipients and the stewards of the investments they made.
We have been consuming this seed corn. If we do not start to replace all that we have been
taking from past investments, tomorrow’s Masons will have a very different future. 

For many years now, we have not kept up with the costs of running our fraternity. We have
undervalued Freemasonry in initiation fees as well as in dues structure. A survey of the
bylaws of our 232 lodges found that the lowest dues charge is $5; the state average is $42.
Our Grand Constitutions were amended in 1891 to set initiation fees at not less than $50.
This fee has not been changed since. Adjusted for inflation, this fee would be $1,250
today! Do these survey results accurately reflect the value we place on our fraternity?

At the December Quarterly Communication, I will speak about investing in the future of
our fraternity. My brothers, I ask you to attend and help me find the right way to ensure
the value of Freemasonry for the tens of thousands of men who are coming after us. It is
our turn now.

I thank each of you for your past support and I wish you and your families a happy holi-
day season and healthy New Year.

Cordially and fraternally,

Richard James Stewart
Grand Master
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