
From the East of Grand Lodge

RICHARD JAMES STEWART

Brethren and Friends,

As you probably know, your Grand Lodge will vote on two important changes to the Grand
Constitutions at our June Quarterly Communication.

• Grand Lodge dues would rise from $29 to $60 per member for the 2013 Masonic year.

• The minimum initiation fee a for a new Mason will go up from $50 to $300. This fee 
stays with the lodge for its own use.

The outline of these changes was presented at our September Quarterly; they were read in
December; and they were formally discussed in March. During all this time, a great conversation
has been taking place in our fraternity. In lodge rooms, during collation, online, and elsewhere,
brothers shared their thoughts and opinions and listened to others. These discussions have been
good for Freemasonry in Massachusetts.

Talking brother-to-brother about our challenges is the right thing to do. During the Grand Lodge
Listening Tour, we visited nine locations across the jurisdiction. We had a great turnout at all of
the events and I was moved to see first-hand how important Freemasonry is to our members.
Many brothers traveled great distances to participate, and give of their precious time.

A recurring theme during the tour was the value of Freemasonry. This theme lies at the heart of
the proposals. Freemasonry is a great gift that every Mason has received; it has been handed
down from one generation to the next for more than 275 years. It is our responsibility to give this
gift to our sons and grandsons in a better condition than we received it.

We cannot put a dollar figure on the value of our Masonic experiences: the friendships, the
opportunity to serve others, and the life-altering lessons our fraternity teaches.  But we can make
sure we have the resources to prosper. Our Masonic forefathers understood this value and invest-
ed in our fraternity. Now it is our time, and our turn, to pass on this legacy.

My lasting impression from the tour will be the worth of our teachings and traditions. The respect
brothers showed for each other—regardless of where they stood on the issues—amply demon-
strated the tenet of Brotherly Love. What other institution brings men together, allows them to
disagree, and enables them to part as friends and brothers? How much better would our world be
if our leaders acted the same? Doesn’t this demonstrate the value of guaranteeing that
Freemasonry still survives?

My brethren, I know I ask much of you. I need your continued support on our journey “Back to
the Future.” I ask for your support for these proposals on behalf of the fraternity we hold so dear.

Cordially and fraternally,

Richard James Stewart
Grand Master
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